[bookmark: _GoBack]Technical Description 
of the Case Mate Compact Stapler	Comment by Mark Pepper: I’d make this text just a tad bit bigger. It’s virtually the same as the body text at the moment.

The Case Mate Stapler is a device used to secure multiple pieces of paper together through a metal fastener.  While simplistic in nature, the stapler is very complex and precise in its construction.  This description will examine the six main parts of the Case Mate Stapler, and how they work with each other to create a smooth and simple user experience.  The figure shown below has all six main parts of the stapler that we’ll discussing labeled for ease of reference: Base, Handle, Cartridge, Pin, Crimpler, and Hammer.      	Comment by Mark Pepper: Too broad for a class distinction. How about “office supply.”	Comment by Mark Pepper: Second sentence needs to declare that this is a descriptive document, per the outline provided.	Comment by Mark Pepper: Third/fourth sentences need to stress a main point and/or statement of importance. What will this description prove? What will be focused on? Think of this as a signal to the marketing department as to what they could later focus on.	Comment by Mark Pepper: Don’t really need this last sentence since you have all the parts in the bullet list below.	Comment by Mark Pepper: Missing the overall visual description. This should be a thick description of the whole object (including overall weight). A good way to think about it is: describe it so a blind person could visualize it.
[image: green-stapler2.jpg]

· Base
· Handle
· Cartridge
· Pin
· Crimpler
· Hammer	Comment by Mark Pepper: Nicely partitioned with proper part names. Well done.
Base
The base of the stapler is a flat green piece of hollow plastic, measuring 4.5”x1.25”x7/16”.  This rounded rectangular piece is perfectly flat on the bottom to provide a stable foundation when resting on a table or desk.  The top of the base is designed to be flat, as papers will rest against it when the stapler is being utilized.
	Comment by Mark Pepper: I don’t think it’s flat. You even have the height measurement at the end of the sentence.	Comment by Mark Pepper: Nice detail. Could have easily been forgotten.	Comment by Mark Pepper: Yes, on the bottom. Here it’s much clearer, so just erase that previous “flat.”
Handle
The handle of the stapler is a smooth, rounded, rectangular piece of plastic, molded to be comfortable when squeezed in the hand. This green plastic piece is 4.25”x1.25”x15/17”.  All the sides, although flat, are generally rounded and smoothed, with the top having a relaxed downward slope from the front to the back.
	Comment by Mark Pepper: Passive voice	Comment by Mark Pepper: Nicely described. However, the slope does point to a problem with your height measurement since it’s not going to be uniform. Find a good way to clearly make that distinction.
[image: ]Cartridge
Housed inside the plastic handle is a metal U-beam, used to hold the staples, called the cartridge.  The plastic handle clips away from this metal shaft, enabling the user to reload the staples as they see fit.  Set inside the cartridge is a metal spring that, when fully extended, runs the full length of the cartridge.  This spring becomes compact when staples are inserted into the cartridge, and then it eases the staples forward to the front of the stapler as staples are used.
	Comment by Mark Pepper: Subject is last word of sentence. Revise to get it closer to the front.	Comment by Mark Pepper: Good that you’re describing this, but I wonder if it could be worded/explained a little more precisely.	Comment by Mark Pepper: Unnecessary.	Comment by Mark Pepper: Just noticed that you have 2 spaces after most of your periods. Just one. And, yes, it can be a hard habit to break.	Comment by Mark Pepper: Nicely worded.	Comment by Mark Pepper: Strong section, though don’t forget to keep the technical details throughout. What are the dimensions of the cartridge? What is the length of the fully extended spring?
Pin
The base, the metal shaft, and the handle are all held together on the back end of the stapler by a 1.25” metal pin.  This pin allows the handle to snap away from the metal shaft, without them separating completely.  It also allows the handle to clip away from the base, to widen the uses of the stapler.
	Comment by Mark Pepper: This could also be a little more thorough and precise. I’m glad you have a section for it, because it could have easily been forgotten. However, I’d like to see a little more detail on how exactly it’s all held together. Even some language gesturing towards how the pin runs through each piece might do the trick.
Crimpler
The crimpler is a 14/16”x14/16” metal plate with a groove indented into it.  It’s placed opposite of the Pin, on the front of the stapler, set into the base.
	Comment by Mark Pepper: Good start. But how far back from the front of the base does it begin? And is it the entire width of the base? Yes, nitpicky. But this is the fun nature of technical descriptions. 	Comment by Mark Pepper: Describe groove pattern.
Hammer
The hammer is a solid metal plate, set in the front of the handle of the stapler.  At the front of the cartridge, there’s a slit cut horizontally, just big enough to let a single staple through, when forced.  The hammer is placed right above that slit, and glued into the plastic handle.  When you squeeze handle and base together, the cartridge hits the base first.  The cartridge is designed to slide up into handle, allowing the plastic handle to slide down and touch the base, all while the cartridge gets tucked away inside the handle.  When this happens, the hammer continues downward with the handle (as it’s attached to the handle and not the cartridge) and it forces a staple out of the shaft, through the slit, where it gets force molded to the shape of the groove in the crimper.
	Comment by Mark Pepper: No comma	Comment by Mark Pepper: No I, You, or We. Always: the user or consumer	Comment by Mark Pepper: Squeeze the	Comment by Mark Pepper: Into the	Comment by Mark Pepper: Except for the missing words (last two comments) this is an excellent section. Very well written and described. Good job.
Conclusion
The modern stapler is designed to be comfortable, and for ease of use.  At a glance, it’s very easy to overlook the complexity of such a small device.  With a simple squeeze of the hand, a metal fastener can provide organization in an unorganized world. 
Very strong work. The writing is mostly lean and strong with no real awkward parts or over-wordiness. The attention to detail is wonderful, and I see no glaring omissions. However, as my comments suggest, there are a few descriptions that could be more precise and there are a few missing, key technical details.  The intro, as mentioned, is the only part that needs some serious consideration to more closely match the genre expected outline. The grammar is also great, with just a few minor edits to make. The document design also looks clean and readable. Overall, this is strong work and I appreciate the care that went into it.
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